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Introduction

• Format of the program
• How to use this slide deck…in the 

future

• Our speakers:
• Jessie Burchfield
• Darla Jackson
• Carissa Vogel
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Time for slide: 7-10 minutesCarissa – Lead on introduction of session and formatSpeakers introduce themselves in order. Please provide the following information:Provide your name and institution, briefly describe your library (public/private, size of collection, when library was founded, size of law school and university), patron groups (especially if there are specific, unique groups you are serving), and overall library mission. 



QUESTION SET 1

• In light of the proposed changes to 
ABA standards , does our view of 
collections change? 

• When we consider the mission as 
well as the desires of administration, 
faculty, and students, how does that 
change our view of collections?

• What are the consequences of the 
paths we choose? What is lost or 
gained?
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QUESTION SET 1

Electronic world is resource intensive.
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Flexibility with what library means/does/holds 604: Law 
Library 
Collections

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lead: Darla, Jessie (first response), Darla (follow-up), Carissa (last)Time: 12 minutesIllustration 1 – ABA 604 (Printed a handout with the language)Illustration 2 – more flexibility with what library means/does/holdsIllustration 3 – electronic world is not free (more people with different skill sets needed when information is harder to get)Question set 1:In light of the proposed changes to ABA standards ,  does our view of collections change? When we consider the mission  as well as the desires of administration, faculty, and students, how does that change our view of collectionsWhat are the consequences of the paths we choose? What is lost or gained?Speakers ideas:DarlaChange of standards: “appropriate mixture of collection formats depends on the needs of the law library and the law school; it need not entail a mixture that includes physical books.” Will rethink West LMAUltimately, if patrons need something, the librarians will find it. But, if we have huge budget cuts, will I be able to cut materials but still hire librarians so we can find ways to provide access?Free resources – like eCFR and FR are better in the “free” government form…but lots of people are needed to make this all work!JessieNo matter what, we still need to educate administers because they think everything is freely available on the internetNeeding to cancel BLaw / BLaw did not allow to keep public terminal – impact on patrons and missionDarla pointed out that there are significant consequences to cutting off access to prof responsibility 604 - Proposed standards - key terms highlighted Standard 604. LAW LIBRARY COLLECTION (a) The law library shall provide reliable and efficient access to a collection of materials and information resources that is complete, current, and in sufficient quantity or with sufficient continuing access for the law school to operate in compliance with the Standards and to carry out its program of legal education. 9 (b) The choice of format, ownership, and means of reliable access for any part of the law library’s collection shall be sufficient for the law school to operate in compliance with the Standards and to carry out its program of legal education. (c) The law library shall formulate and periodically update a written plan for development of the collection. Interpretation 604-1 The appropriate mixture of collection formats depends on the needs of the law library and the law school; it need not entail a mixture that includes physical books. Interpretation 604-2 Reliable access to information resources may be provided through: (a) databases to which the library or the parent institution subscribe or own and are likely to continue to subscribe and provide access; (b) authenticated and credible databases that are available to the public at no charge and are likely to continue to be available to the public at no charge; or (c) participation in a formal resource-sharing arrangement through which materials are made available, via electronic or physical delivery, in an efficient and effective way to users. Standard 604 is not satisfied solely by arranging for students and faculty to have access to other law libraries within the region.  It struck me that the missions of our various libraries was a key factor that led to the most significant differences.JessieNo matter what, we still need to educate administers because they think everything is freely available on the internetNeeding to cancel BLaw / BLaw did not allow to keep public terminal – impact on patrons and missionDarla pointed out that there are significant consequences to cutting off access to prof responsibility



QUESTION SET 2

• What should libraries do with rows 
of stacks holding reporters, 
periodicals, and other titles that 
are rarely or never used?  

• How do we keep our collections 
alive and relevant?
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QUESTION SET 2
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Focused learning space

Unique, meaningful 
collections

Show 
& Tell

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lead: Jessie, Darla, Jessie (first response), Darla (follow-up), CarissaTime: 12 minutesIllustration 1 – Focused learning spaceIllustration 2 – Unique collectionsIllustration 3 – Show and tell – bring collection to lifeQuestion set 2:What should libraries do with rows of stacks holding reporters, periodicals, and other titles that are rarely or never used?  How do we keep our collections alive and relevant?Speakers (ideas):JessieUse of space for focused learning – how long will that be in collective consciousness? (Jessie ref James Donovan document)Focus on key/special/unique collectionsMostly thinking about Teaching students and others about the ways to research. Supporting research. Highlighting  collections and databases and how to use them outside of Wexis?What happens when they are not using Google well?Use of secondary sources that reference caselaw and how it opens world of researchMany things decades out of date – mostly do collection on demandWant to purchase key titlesNeed subject expertise – curate collections Develop expertise, send research questions, answer questions – impact becomes obviousWork closely with faculty so that we are aware of the most relevant print sources in their areas of expertise. Focus our purchases accordingly.Darla:Teaching - Using print in teaching?Show and tell (if not in library)Main library – WMS – pay for part (but not have Cassidy) – over 50% of students use catalog to access Wexis secondary sources – make sure access points of all kinds are available (for print and electronic collections)



QUESTION SET 3

• What is the path forward for 
law libraries? 

• What is the nature of a library 
if our materials are primarily 
held through licenses?
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QUESTION SET 3

Intentionally creating 
our future
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lead: Carissa, Darla (first response), JessieTime: 12 minutesIllustration 1 – Intentionally creating our futureQuestion set 3:What is the path forward for law libraries? What is the nature of a library if our materials are primarily held through licenses?Speaker ideas:Carissa:The consequences of the decisions we face are huge and will impact the future. We need to work fully through the thought experiment – what is a library if it owns nothing? What do we do as information is not preserved and continues to disappear? If information is rented and behind increasingly high pay walls, how will we provide the highest quality research and information to our users? If our students face increasingly large differential in information access based on where they will work (even beyond what they now experience), what does that do for our teaching? If everything we teach is electronic, will be forced to move our research classes primarily to async or remote learning? (We all know that takes significantly more time for instructors. Where will the extra time come from, especially as we confront new opportunities and challenges with AI and still unimagined tools?) Do we continue to try to teach how to do the best legal research possible to help ensure the full legal picture is presented and considered? Path forward: Keeping the fundamentals in mind as the tools and details changePartnershipsOutreach and showing impact loudlyAdvocacy



QUESTIONS / IDEAS / CONTRADICTIONS
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lead: CarissaOpen up to audience



Recommended readings
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James M. Donovan, Keep the Books on the Shelves: 
Library Space as Intrinsic Facilitator of the Reading 
Experience, 46 J. ACADEMIC LIBR. 1 (2020). 
This thought-provoking article describes a study examining the benefits of 
studying in a book-filled environment, whether or not actually using the 
physical books. 

Stephen G. Margeton, A Library Design 
Bookshelf, 111 LAW LIBR. J. 197 (2019). 
This annotated bibliography is a treasure trove of recommended books, book 
chapters, and articles “arranged by construction activity, new academic 
library design trends, and specific library space.”

Lee F. Peoples, Designing a Law Library to 
Encourage Learning, 63 J. LEGAL EDUC. 612 
(2014). 
This article discusses designing specific library spaces to encourage certain 
desired learning behaviors (group work, solitary study, “planned collisions,” 
etc.) 

Dr. S.R. Ranganathan, The Five Laws of Library 
Science (1931).

Amanda Watson, Curating Relevant Law Library 
Collections After the Long Reign of Title Counting, 
Accepted Law Library Journal, (Forthcoming Winter 
2023, Yale Law Library Symposium on Treatises).
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